St. Paul’s United Church, Edmonton
November 30" 2025 at 10:30 am

Advent 1: What doyoufear? ... Insisting on Hope this Advent
We Gather... to Be the Church in the World

J) Where you see the music note, please stand in body or Spirit to sing Jl
Christmas Caroling

Music to Draw Us In

Come, o Come, Emmanuel (verses 1,2, & 7)  VENIEMMANUEL VU 1

Call to Worship

On Sundays and Mondays,
on good days and bad days,
early in the morning and very late at night,
here in this room, and out in the world,
God, we long for you to break in.
Meet us in this space.
Surprise us with your presence.
Fill this room with your good news.
With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

Welcome We wave to our church community online

Land Acknowledgment (Written by Mitchell Anderson)
Advent Candle Lighting

In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?
We see hope when we look to the next generation.
We feel hopeful when we gather together.
We know hope, deep in our bones, when
we dream of a better world.

You are right. Even in a fearful world,
hope is all around us.

Today we light the candle of hope as a
reminder of this good news. May this
flicker of light help us remember that we
have reason to hope.

Light candle.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

All Who are Thirsty
Family Faith

THIRSTY MV 4

Sacrament of Communion (please see insert)

J] Peace, Peace (by Rick and Sylvia Powell)
We Listen... for Holy Wisdom

Poem: In the Time of Herod

Prayer for lllumination

With-us God,
in the time of Moses,
you spoke through water in the desert and a pillar of smoke.
In the time of the judges,
you spoke through the prophets.
In the time of Herod,
you spoke through angel choruses and unlikely miracles.
In every time you have been speaking.
So today, in our time,
we ask that you would speak again.
Break through the chatter and the distraction of our weary minds
and speak to us once more.
With hope we pray,
amen.

Scripture: Luke 1: 5-13 John the Baptist’s Birth Foretold lan MacKenzie
Lamentations 3: 55-57
Anthem: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love (Joseph M. Martin)
Don’t Be Afraid
J] O Ancient Love BeDFORD ABBEYVU 17
We Respond... to Be the Church
Minute Messages

Rev. Henriette Kelker

Offertory

JJ What Does the Lord Require of You moon VU 701
Prayers to Guide Our Way

Ji Don’t Be Afraid (N’ayez pas peur) Bett MV 90

Sending out and Blessing
Benediction
JJ Advent Commissioning

Please join us for refreshments and fellowship after the service.



*Offering gratefully received at the offering plate
located at the back of the Sanctuary.

Thank you to everyone who participated in this service.

Ministers: Rev. Anna Constantin, Rev. Candace McNeill
Music Director: Susan Farrell Musician: Tyson Kerr
Livestream/AV tech: Kate Florian, Daniel Florian, Obadiah Kemboi

Onelicense #A-727939

St. Paul’s is proud to have been an affirming congregation
since October 14, 2007. The Affirm Banner was completed in the
spring, 2008, in recognition of St. Paul’s becoming an Affirming
congregation within the United Church of Canada. As such, we reach
out with love and acceptance to all those who come through our
doors, regardless of sexual orientation, age, gender, racial or ethnic
background, differing abilities, economic or cultural background.
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