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August 3, 2025 ~ Communion Sunday 
 

We Gather Together 
 
 

Prelude Sherry Steele 
 
Welcome                     Rev. Valerie Oden 
 
The Life and Work of the Church    
 
Introit     Gather Us in                  MV 7 
 
Call to Worship   
 

 One: Gather us in, God of life. 
 All: Gather us in from the ends of the earth to your  
  table of love, where all are welcome. 
  
Opening Prayer (Unison) 
 

 Ocean of Love, 
  source of every moment and every breath,  
  open our hearts in this time as we worship. 
 May we sense your Spirit swirling among us. 
 May we be nourished at your table by the bread  
  and the cup that symbolize your unconditional love. 
 And may we be renewed to go forth as vessels  
  of your peace to all we meet. Amen.  
 
*Heritage Hymn   Love Divine All Loves Excelling     VU 333 
              

 
 

We Listen for the Promise of New Life 
 
Scripture Readings Psalm 107: 1-9, 43  (Part one) VU 831 
 

 Philippians 4: 4-8 
 
Hymn   Shadow and Substance          MV 44 
 
Reflection    “Think on These Things…”   Rev. Valerie Oden 

 
We Share in Holy Communion 

 
*Hymn of Invitation   As We Gather       VU 457 
 
Giving Thanks 
 
 One:  God be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 One: We give thanks for this new day and for this holy meal.  
 All: It’s good to give thanks! 
 
 (The minister continues the prayer.) 
  
Blessing the Bread and the Cup 
 
Prayer / The Lord’s Prayer             VU 914 
 
Sharing in Communion  Music by Sherry Steele 
 

All are welcome to Christ’s table. Please come forward as able down 
the centre aisle, receive the bread, dip it in the cup, then return to your 
seat by the outside aisle. We use grape juice. Gluten free elements 
are available in the centre serving station. If you wish, you can lift a 
hand and you will be served in your seat.  

 
Prayer after Receiving (In Unison) 
 

 Here we have tasted your goodness, Source of Life. Here  
 we have received your grace. Send us forth from this place  
 as renewed and renewing followers of the way of Jesus.  
 May our lives reflect his way of love and peace. Amen.  
 
 



 
We Offer our Gifts and our Lives 

 
Offering Our Gifts  
 
 

Offering plates can be found in the foyer. Gifts designated for St. Paul’s UC 
will be given to St. Paul’s. For RUC, electronic gifts are welcome by e-
transfer to contactus@riverbendunited.org or on the church website. We 
give in gratitude for God’s grace and in hope that peace may spread to all. 

 
*Hymn  Let All Things Now Living        VU 242 
 
*Benediction    
   
*Postlude Sherry Steele 
 
 
 
*Indicates you are invited to stand as able 
VU refers to the red hard bound hymnal, Voices United 
MV refers to the small paperbound hymnal, More Voices 
 
 
Thank you to our Communion Steward, Peggy Robinson 

 
 

Welcome to this partnership worship service between 
Riverbend United Church and St. Paul’s United Church.  
In July, we worshiped together at St. Paul’s. Throughout 

August, we worship together at Riverbend.  
 

 
We’re glad you’re here! 
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