
 

 
 

 

 
 

August 4, 2024 
 

 

We Gather Together 
 

Prelude                        Sherry Steele  
   
Welcome and Announcements         Rev. Valerie Oden 
 
Introit  Don’t Be Afraid            MV 90 
 
Call to Worship (Celebrate God’s Presence)   Carolyn Miller, Lay Leader 

 

One:  We come from scattered lives to this sanctuary: 
 

All:  Seeking fellowship in the Spirit, 
 

One:  Seeking the grace of God, 
 

All:  Seeking the peace of Christ. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Source of life, may our hearts be ever open to your 
presence. May we sense your spirit stirring: 

in the tiny moments of delight, 
in the coo of a babe, 
in the way life always regenerates. 

  May our yearning lead us into your love, 
   and may we respond by loving one another. 
  Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn  This is God’s Wondrous World   VU 296 
      
  

 
We Listen for the Spirit Stirring 

 
 
Scripture     Psalm 138           VU 860 

John 6: 24-35 
 
Reflection    “In Such Times as These”         Valerie Oden 
 
Solo      I’ll Be There (Jackson 5)           Sherry Steele 
  
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayer Hymn   Don’t Be Afraid            MV 90 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
 
Prayer of Jesus, A Paraphrase           VU 916 
 
  Eternal Spirit, 
  Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
  Source of all that is and that shall be. 
   
  The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
  The way of your justice be followed  

by peoples of the world! 
  Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
  Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

sustain our hope and come on earth.  
 
  With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
  In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
  In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
  From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
  From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 
  For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
  Now and for ever. Amen.  

 
 
 



 
We Go Forth to Serve 

 
Offering our Gifts 
 

Offering plates can be found in the narthex. Electronic gifts are welcome by e-
transfer to contactus@riverbendunited.org or on the church website. We give 
in gratitude for God’s grace and in hope that peace may spread to all. 

 
*Closing Hymn    Bless Now, O God the Journey   VU 633 
   
*Benediction    
 
*Musical Response  May the God of Hope (Refrain only)   VU 424 
 
Postlude                       Sherry Steele 
                 
          

 *denotes you are invited to stand as you are able and inclined  
 

“VU” refers to the red hardback hymnal Voices United 
“MV” refers to the spiral bound songbook More Voices 

 
 
Welcome to Riverbend United Church. If you’re new with us, we 
would love to meet you. Feel free to introduce yourself to your 
neighbour in the pew, and/or fill out a Welcome Card in the pews. 
We’d love to know who you are! 
 
Through August, we welcome the people of St. Paul’s United Church 
sharing in our summer partnership worship.  
 
Next Sunday, we’ll share in the Sacrament of Holy Baptism of Mya 
and Amei Smulski, children of Ayanna Rocke and Jay Smulski. 
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