
 
 

 
 

 
August 25, 2024 

 
 

We Gather Together 
 

Gathering Music                Tyson Kerr
                  
Welcome and Announcements          Rev. Valerie Oden 
 
Introit    Come All You People (English, Shona)      MV 2 
  
Call to Worship          Charles Hitschfeld, Lay Leader

     
 One: For the gift of life on earth, we gather in gratitude. 
 All: May we open our eyes to see the artistry in 

creation. 
 One: Where our praise is short or silent, all creation sings out 

with joy. 
 All: Here we join creation’s song. We praise your name 

O God! 
 
*Opening Hymn   It’s a Song of Praise          MV 30  

 
We Listen for the Spirit 

 
Scripture   Psalm 148           VU 871 
   Genesis1: 26-30 
 
Solo    Fields of Gold (Sting)      Tyson Kerr 
 
Reflection   “In a Blue Moon”             Valerie Oden  
 
 

 
*Hymn of Response   Each Blade of Grass            MV 37 
  
Sharing our Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayer Hymn    God of the Sparrow vss. 1, 4, 6        VU 229 
 
Silent Personal Prayer 
 
A Creation Prayer (in Unison)  (Thabo Makgoba, adapted) 
 

Spirit of God,  
You energize the dance of Creation;  
bring life out of death, 
order out of chaos.  

 
Call us to radical action:  

to care for the web of Creation,  
to share our resources justly,  
to work for the renewal of our Mother, Earth. 

  
  Fill us with awe so we will live: 
   seeing beauty in all things, 
   loving your diverse creation, 
   walking gently upon the earth. Amen. 
 

We Go Forth Renewed and Renewing 
 

Offering our Gifts 
 

Offering plates can be found in the narthex. Electronic gifts are welcome by       
e-transfer to contactus@riverbendunited.org or on the church website.  
We give in gratitude for God’s grace and in hope that peace may spread to all. 

 
*Closing Hymn   All Creatures of Our God  vss. 1, 2, 3  VU 217 
 
*Benediction (Anon) 
 

  One:  Deep peace of the running wave to you.  
All: Deep peace of the flowing air to you.  
One: Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.  
All: Deep peace of the shining stars to you.  
One: Deep peace of the gentle night to you.  
All: Moon and stars pour their healing light on you.  
One: Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world to you.  
All: Deep peace of Christ to you. Amen. 
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*Musical Response  All Creatures of Our God   v. 5   VU 217
  
Postlude                    
 
 
          

*denotes you are invited to stand as you are able and inclined 
 

“VU” refers to the red hardback hymnal Voices United 
“MV” refers to the spiral bound songbook More Voices 

 
 

Welcome to Riverbend United Church. Special welcome to the 
people of St. Paul’s United Church, here for our summer partnership 
worship.  

 
 

Our Mission  
 

We, the people of Riverbend United Church,  
recognize the dignity, value, and beauty of every individual  

as a beloved child of God.  
 

We seek to grow spiritually,  
deepening our connections to God and to each other 
through worship, discussion, reflection, and service.  

 
We embrace the gifts brought by all people of every age, culture,  

economic background, ethnicity, gender, gender expression,  
mental and physical ability, and sexual orientation  

that enrich the life of this faith community.  
 

As followers of Christ,  
we celebrate the diversity brought by each person  

who joins us on our journey and shares in our congregational life,  
welcoming their full participation in church membership, 

leadership, and celebration of life events. 
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