March 15, 2022

Love to you and blessings from your church. We hope you are as comfortable as possible and looking
forward to constructive change in the next few weeks. We are!

March 20 and forward Sunday morning worship will be in our church building at 10:30.
We begin with the same safety protocols the St. Paul’s Board set for December. To wit:
- Masking: please bring an N95 quality mask or pick one up in the Friendship Room. Masks will be worn everywhere
in the building except when a person speaks from the chancel.
- Singing will be from the choir loft only. Humming is great!
- An expectation that you are vaccinated. Thank you if you registered your vaccination status with Anna in
December. We are not asking for QR codes now.
- Children and youth programming remain online.
- Worship is at 10:30 so families may attend by livestream; Godly Play is at 9:30.
- Many teenagers and children are vaccinated. They are welcome!
- Everyone will be seated, distanced, and remain in household groups.
- No hugging, unfortunately.
- Nor coffee and juice.
- There will be fifteen minutes for socially distanced chatting in the sanctuary and Friendship Room following worship.
- We will close the building at 11:45.
- Numbers are limited to 100.
- Board and Re-Entry members will greet you and guide you to your seat.
- Coats and other personal belongings stay with you.
- PAR cards and offering envelopes may be left in a plate near the soundboard and will be brought forward during the service.
- The order of service will be different from pre-pandemic, and shorter.
- The service will be live streamed; you will find the link in the Friday emails.
- Services will be uploaded later that day to StpaulsUCYEG.
Please register for a Sunday, or several Sundays, with Anna in the church office by Thursday noon for the Sunday
coming. office@stpaulsunited.org or 780-436-1555.
These precautions will gradually relax in upcoming weeks.
You will recall that on Advent IV we began to worry seriously about omicron. The Board decided to take weekly
worship back online in order to protect our health and that of our households, and to do our part for the general
public. Last week the Board reviewed an update from the Re-entry Task Group, with a recommendation to return to
in-person in-sanctuary Sunday morning worship, beginning with the protocols we set in Advent. You will see and feel
the care of the Board as we make changes incrementally.
There is peculiar symmetry in our re-entry date. March 15, 2020 was our last regular worship service. Two years later
and here we are at the following Sunday: Spring Equinox, March 20, 2022.
And: you are welcome to plan small gatherings in the church building. Groups to a maximum number of 10 in the
Friendship Room or 45 in the Foote Auditorium may walk the labyrinth, browse the library, hold a meeting, study, or
simply chat. Masks are required. Please call Anna in the office to make arrangements.
We want to acknowledge the members of the Re-Entry Task Group: Audrey Groeneveld, Lorene Everett-Turner, Amy
Kaler, Marian Carmichael, and Coleen Falk. We, Dean and Catherine, are members of this group. Members of the
Worship and Rental committees who have been part of the deliberations are Hugh Stacey, Lori Stewart, Allan Scott,
and Marianne Scott. There is remarkable expertise in this group with regard to infectious disease, local health
authorities, global pandemics, and the ethos of our congregation – and we are grateful.
Many blessings from your spiritual home,
Dean Rombough
Chair of the Board

Catherine F. MacLean
Senior Minister

